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CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS DIRECT LEGISLATION 


Many amendments state constitutions 
and acts direct legislation were adopted 
the voters November elections. The 
following summary lists number the adop- 
tions that may general interest the 
states. 


Arizona Arizona voters approved ini- 
tiative measure change the name Ari- 
zona State College Tempe Arizona 
State University. The electorate defeated 
initiative measure that would have estab- 
lished merit system for public employees 
not covered merit system civil serv- 
ice and providing for state department 
personnel. 


Arkansas Taxes and state salaries were 
the subjects constitutional amendments 
approved Arkansas. 

Voters approved salary increase for 
members the General Assembly from $1,200 
for two-year term $2,400 for the same 
period plus $20 day for the sixty day regu- 
lar session. 

amendment prohibiting the state from 
levying valorem property tax was ap- 
proved, thereby reserving the property tax 
exclusively for local governments. Also 
adopted was amendment permitting cities 
levy tax not exceed milis ac- 
quire facilities construct buildings 
encourage location new industries. Voters 
rejected referendum measure repeal the 
per cent sales tax voted the 1957 
legislative session. 


California The California electorate 
dopted constitutional amendment authorizing 
the legislature adopt wartime disaster 
laws providing for filling offices Gover- 
nor legislators case death dis- 
abling injury incumbent Governor 
one-fifth the legislators. The amendment 
also provides for convening general extra- 


ordinary legislative sessious, elections 
fill vacant temporarily occupied offices, 
and temporary location the state capital 
and county seats emergency. The measure 
modified the existing constitutional provision 
regarding succession the governorship. 

Another constitutional amendment author- 
ized legislation permit persons vote 
for President and Vice President after re- 
California fifty-four days 
otherwise qualified California electors. 
amendment eliminate mandatory thirty 
day recess during general sessions the 
legislature odd-numbered years was adopted. 

The voters approved $300 million bond 
issue assist war veterans the state 
acquire farms and homes; $220 million bond 
issue for school sites, construction and 
equipment for education physically handi- 
capped mentally retarded minors; $200 
million for state construction program bonds; 
and $60 million bonds for harbor develop- 
ment. 


Colorado Colorado voters approved con- 
stitutional amendment prohibiting the General 
Assembly from authorizing lotteries for any 
purpose but legalizing certain games chance 
conducted non-profit lodges, chapters 
national state organizations, re- 
ligious, charitable, labor, fraternal, edu- 
cational, voluntary firemen's veterans' 
organizations least five years standing. 


Connecticut Three amendments were adopted 
Connecticut. One permits the legislature 
set new salary rate for its members 
place the present $600 for two years. 
Another permits the legislature create 
commission handle claims for damages 
against the state its agencies. The 
third places the constitution the present 
statutory ban dual job holding members 
the legislature. 


Georgia Unofficial returns Georgia 
indicate that voters approved six consti- 
tutional amendments and defeated ten. One 
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adopted amendment provided grants $10,000 
homestead exemption for certain disabled 
veterans. Four others provided scholarships 
for: (1) qualified, needy students; (2) em- 
ployees state departments and agencies; 
(3) prospective teachers; and (4) physicians 
and other personnel desiring specialized 
training the psychiatric field. Also 
approved was measure permitting retired 
Appellate and Superior Court Judges pre- 
over any such courts. 


Illinois Illinois voters approved 
amendment transferring bank regulation from 
the Auditor Public Accounts the newly 


created Department Financial 


Kansas Kansas voters adopted three con- 
stitutional amendments selection 
judges, flood control and the union shop. 

judicial amendment adopted the main 
features the "Missouri Plan" for selec- 
tion judges. Vacancies and appointments 
regular judicial terms are made 
appointment the Governor from three names 
submitted nominating commission. The 
commission will comprise layman from each 


the congressional districts appointed 


the Governor, lawyer from each these 
districts chosen the bar that district, 
and lawyer chairman selected the state 
bar. expiration term the incumbent 
runs against his record without opposing 
candidate. the vote favorable, con- 
tinues for another six year term. the 
vote negative, nominating commission 
again appointed. 

The flood control amendment permits the 
state party flood control works 
and works for the conservation develop- 
ment water resources. Previously the 
state was prohibited from works internal 
improvement except the state highway system. 

"right work" amendment provided 
that person denied opportunity ob- 
tain retain employment because member- 
nonmembership any labor organiza- 
tion. 


Massachusetts Massachusetts voters approved 
initiative proposal regulating the income 
public employees who have retired 
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disability pension. The measure requires 
that all former public employees except judges 
who have retired disability pension shall 
report annually any earnings from employment 
during the preceding year. earnings plus 
pension exceed the regular compensation 
the position formerly held, the pensioner 
shall refund portion his pension equal 
the excess. 


Minnesota Minnesota voters approved two 
constitutional amendments. 

One amendment increases from two years 
four the terms Governor, Lieutenant 
Governor, Secretary State, Treasurer, and 
Attorney General, beginning 1962. 

The other revises all home rule provi- 
sions the constitution. abolishes 
requirement that proposed charters receive 
per cent majorities adopted and 
per cent amended, Decision the 
majorities required left the legisla- 
ture, and the legislature may prescribe 
method for abolishing charters. The measure 
restores the legislature power pass 
special bills but requires that the community 
involved named the bill and that af- 
fected voters the governing body the 
community approve before the bill can take 
effect. Other provisions permit home rule 
government for counties, with methods 
determined the legislature. 


Missouri Missouri voters approved two 
constitutional amendments. One eliminated 
constitutional requirement that the State 
Auditor pre-audit warrants authorizing pay- 
ments from the State Treasury. Its elimina- 
tion had been recommended the Missouri 
"Little Hoover Commission" 1955. The 
second amendment will permit voting for 
President and Vice President general 
election after sixty days' residence the 
state. 


Montana Montana voters approved two ref- 
erenda items and one constitutional amendment. 
liquor tax referendum raises the levy 
liquor sold state monopoly stores from 
per cent. This expected in- 
crease revenue about $1.4 million. The 
second referendum continued for ten years 
permissive mill property tax support 
the University Montana system. The con- 
stitutional amendment permits overlapping 
elementary and high school districts issue 
school construction bonds per cent 
each district's assessed valuation. Pre- 
viously elementary and high school districts 
had joint bonding capacity per 


Nebraska Five constitutional amendments 
and two initiative issues were approved 
Nebraska voters. 

Amendments adopted require certain ex- 
ecutive officers reside the seat 
government; authorize the legislature 
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clear property titles releasing real 
property from tax and assessment charges un- 
paid for fifteen years; provide for succession 
the office Governor when the Speaker 
the legislature incapable performing 
the duties; authorize the legislature pro- 
vide methods manage, control and govern 
all state charitable, mental, reformatory 
and penal institutions; and authorize the 
legislature establish separate juvenile 
court. 

One initiative measure adopted grants 
the legislature power license bingo games 
non-profit associations. Another requires 
public corporations providing electricity 
make payments lieu taxes and imposes 
per cent tax less their payments lieu 
taxes. 


Nevada Nevada voters adopted three con- 
stitutional amendments referred the legis- 
lature and, for the first time the state's 
history, approved initiative measure amend- 
ing the constitution. The initiative legis- 
lation requires that initiative, quali- 
for the ballot, must bear the signatures 
least per cent the registered 
voters each least per cent 
the state's counties. The previous require- 
ment had been per cent the state 
whole. 

The other three amendments: (1) pro- 
vide for holding regular annual sessions 
the legislature; (2) remove the sixty 
day limit regular sessions the leg- 
islature and the twenty day limit spe- 
cial sessions; and (3) place sixty day 
limit salaries legislators for any 
regular session and twenty day limit 
their pay for special sessions. 


New Hampshire Three constitutional amend- 
ments were adopted New Hampshire. One 
removed from the constitution anachronism 
that restricted the franchise males. 
actual practice women have voted New Hamp- 
Shire for many years. Two other amendments 
changed deleted obsolete phraseology 
the constitution. For example, the designa- 
tion county legal officers was changed 
from County Solicitors County Attorneys. 


New Jersey New Jersey voters approved two 
ballot questions one expand the state's 


water storage and distribution facilities 
and the other facilitate issuance 
School district bonds. 

The water proposal called for issuance 
$45.8 million bonds build major 
reservoirs, continue studies and acquire 
Sites for additional watershed facilities 
and set ten year program geological 
and hydrological research ground water 
resources throughout the state. 

The school proposal authorized pledg- 
ing more than $18 million the state fund 
for the support public schools back 
local school district bond issues, particu- 


larly those districts with poor bond mar- 
ket 


New Mexico The New Mexico electorate ap- 
proved three constitutional amendments re- 
lating education, investment state 
funds, and property welfare recipients. 

The education amendment established 
elective ten member State Board Educa- 
tion with authority appoint the Super- 
intendent Public Instruction. Previously 
the board had been appointed and the Super- 
intendent elected. The new board members 
will nominated and elected regular 
ballots, one each from the state's ten cur- 
rent judicial districts. 

Another amendment established In- 
vestment Council comprising the Governor, 
State Treasurer, Commissioner Public 
Lands and four gubernatorial appointees. 
The amendment permits investment per 
cent the state's $146 million permanent 
fund common stocks and bonds corpora- 
tions which are listed national exchanges 
and have paid dividends for ten consecutive 
years. 

The third amendment cancels liens im- 
posed property welfare recipients 
the welfare laws 1955-57. 

Voters rejected amendments that would 
have affected absentee voting and would 
have provided four year terms for county 
officers. 


Oregon The people Oregon approved 
constitutional amendment authorizing voters 
any county adopt charter provide 
for the exercise authority over matters 
county concern. Under the amendment 
county charter must prescribe the organiza- 
tion the county government and provide 
directly its authority for the 
ber, election appointment, qualifications, 
tenure, compensation, powers and duties 
officers the county deems necessary. 

Other constitutional amendments ap- 
proved include authorization the Supreme 
Court appoint temporary judges the 
Supreme Court and lower courts and assign 
lower court judges serve temporarily out- 
side the districts forwhich they were elected. 

Also approved were amendments that auth- 
orize the legislature fix maximum limita- 
tion county bonded indebtedness; pro- 
vide for special grand jury; and alter, 
enlarge discontinue state institutions 
located outside the county which the 
state capitol located. 

initiative measure permits em- 
ployees members school board the 
Board Higher Education serve mem- 
bers the legislature. 


Pennsylvania Pennsylvania approved con- 
stitutional amendment making special provi- 
sion for taxation private forest reserves. 
Under the amendment the General Assembly may 
adopt general laws setting standards and 
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qualifications for private forest reserves 
and may make special provision for their 
taxation. 


Rhode Island Rhode Island voters approved 
five state bond issues totaling $26.8 million. 
They authorized: (1) $20 million for 
use state industrial authority guaran- 
tee industrial mortgages and thus stimulate 
construction new industrial plant; (2) 
million for construction research nuclear 
reactor; (3) $2.5 million for expansion and 
renovation the University Rhode Island; 
(4) $2.7 million for fifty bed hospital, 
cottages for 100 inmates, expanded power 
plant and remodeled dormitory for the phys- 
ically handicapped Ladd School Exeter; 
and (5) $600,000 for state beach development. 


Tennessee proposed constitutional amend- 
ment which would have dedicated highway user 
revenues highway purposes failed obtain 
the necessary majority. 


Texas Texas voters approved seven consti- 
tutional amendments and defeated two, one 
which would have provided annual 
sessions. 

Approved were amendments providing: (1) 
that offices county judges 
and justice the peace filled the 
next general election; (2) that announce- 
ment candidacy for different office 
district, county precinct official signi- 
fies his resignation the unexpired por- 
tion his term more than one year; (3) 
that cities may provide terms more than 
two but less than four years for city offi- 
cials; (4) pensions for retired Texas Rangers; 
(5) vendor payments for medical care for re- 
cipients aid programs; (6) authorization 
for hospital districts four counties; and 
(7) authorization for the legislature make 
appropriations and establish procedures for 
advertising the historical, natural, agricul- 
tural, industrial, educational, recreational 
and other resources the state. 


Utah Utah voters approved two constitu- 
tional amendments. One transfers supervi- 
sion over municipal accounting systems from 
the Chairman the State Tax Commission 
the State Auditor. The other exempts per- 
sonal property homes from taxation 
any level government; previously only 
the first $300 valuation was exempt. 


Virginia Virginia voters adopted amend- 
ment permit county school boards without 
referendum but with approval boards 
supervisors borrow funds for school 
construction from the State Retirement Fund. 


Washington Washington voters approved two 
constitutional amendments and three other 


items direct legislation. The amendments 
authorize pension increases after employees 
have retired and employment chaplains 
state institutions. $25 million bond issue 
for public institutions, including state in- 
stitutions higher learning, was approved. 
Civil service was adopted for deputy sheriffs, 
and the voters authorized commission 
adjust Washington-Oregon boundaries. 


West Virginia West Virginia constitutional 
amendments included measure making the State 
Superintendent Schools, formerly elect- 
ed, appointee the State Board Edu- 
cation. Another amendment allows excess 
levies school districts 100 per 
cent maximum existing rates, for periods 
not exceeding five years, per cent 
the qualified voters the district ap- 
prove. third exempts bank deposits and 
money from valorem property taxation. 
Still another provides that corporation 
stocks may divided into classes with non- 
voting, limited voting, full voting rights. 


Wyoming Wyoming voters approved consti- 
tutional amendment increasing the membership 
the State Supreme Court from three judges 
four. 


Work" Amendments Proposed 
constitutional amendments prohibit re- 
quirement union membership condition 
employment were defeated California, 
Colorado, Idaho, Ohio and Washington. 
Kansas, reported the entry above 
that state, such amendment was adopted. 


CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION 


Tennessee Program For 1959 Tennessee 


voters the November general election 
elected delegates limited constitutional 
convention that will convene July, 1959. 
The electorate last August approved holding 
the convention. will limited con- 
sidering: (1) extension the vote 18- 
year-olds; (2) extension county trustee 
terms from two four years; and (3) length- 
ening county sheriff terms from two four 
years and elimination the present limit 
three consecutive terms for sheriff. 


SPECIAL SESSION 


Rhode Island Legislation The Rhode Island 
legislature one day special session 
October passed five bills temporary 
disability insurance and employment security. 
Two enactments temporary disability in- 
surance establish benefit rates for unemploy- 
ment due sickness and define the terms, 
base period, benefit year and average weekly 
wage. Three measures employment security 
establish table benefit credits and de- 
fine the standard rate employer contri- 
butions, the base period, benefit year and 
average weekly wage. 
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PRE-LEGISLATIVE CONFERENCES 


Indiana Conference estimated per 
cent the next Indiana legislature attended 
Governor's 1958 Pre-legislative Conference 
held November 13-15 Indiana University. 
Four discussion sessions were held edu- 
cation, taxation and finance, transportation 
and highways, and urban problems. Governor 
Harold Handley addressed the legislators 
dinner November 13. 

The legislators were divided into four 
groups. Each group attended different dis- 
cussion session until all legislators had 
participated each the four sessions. 
the last meeting summaries the dis- 
cussions were presented. Participants were 
furnished background papers the Indiana 
General Assembly, state problems, 
urban problems and financial support 
Indiana schools. 


Hawaii Meeting Planned $14,000 grant 
from the Ford Foundation the University 
Hawaii will help finance non-partisan, 
pre-legislative conference for members 
the 1959 Hawaii legislature. The conference 
will meet for three days January dis- 
cuss problems requiring legislative action 
and familiarize new lawmakers with legis- 
lative procedures. Attending the conference 
addition legislators will Governor 
William Quinn, other territory and county 
officials, and civic leaders. Supplementary 
grants from local foundations and personal 
contributions are expected raise the con- 
ference budget $20,000. This will used 
transport and house delegates and under- 
write the costs consultants from the United 
States mainland. 


EDUCATION 


College Housing and Enrollments The Ken- 
tucky Council Public Higher Education has 
completed report Future Kentucky College 
Enrollments. The council estimates that 
Student population all colleges and univer- 
sities the state may more than 75,000 
1970, compared with 38,340 attending col- 
lege 1956. 

The State Department Finance antici- 
pates million construction program 
ease the housing shortage five state 
colleges, providing additional housing for 
both single and married students 1960. 


Medical Research Building The Advisory 
Council the National Institute Health 
has approved grant $1,297,955 for 
medical research building the University 
Oregon Eugene. grant, for the 
1959-60 fiscal year, one the largest 
offered the council recent years. 
used, the amount must matched 
like appropriation from the state. 


Program Institutions Oregon 
taxpayers will have opportunity 
see eighteen half-hour television pro- 


grams state institutions early 1959. 
series color films entitled "In Our 
Care" will depict the work all state 
hospitals, penal institutions and schools 
for the handicapped. The programs will 
presented first over station KOAC-TV 
Corvalis and will later available 
for showing civic groups. The filming 
being done the television station 
cooperation with the State Board 
Control and the Department Visual In- 
struction the General Extension Divi- 
sion. 


HEALTH, WELFARE 


Older Citizens Program New Mexico pre- 
paring specialized program within the State 
Department Health meet the needs 
older citizens. After consultation with the 
United States Public Health Service ob- 
tain assistance starting the program, 
the state announced that division geron- 
tology will organized the health depart- 
ment and pilot program undertaken find 
ways which the health needs the state's 
citizens over can met. Study will 
directed preventable physical ailments, 
nutritional factors and psychological ad- 
justment. Physical and psychological re- 
habilitation for restoration earning ca- 
pacity also will studied. 


Mental Retardation conference Mental 
Retardation, held November 20-21 New York 
City the Council State Governments, 
recommended comprehensive program cope 
with problems this field. total 
seventy-five persons, including legislators 
and specialists health, education and 
welfare attended. 

With regard commitment and discharge 
legislation the group urged that major em- 
phasis placed voluntary admissions 
the mentally retarded institutions 
hospitals. Judicial commitment still would 
required for persons afflicted with 
severe behavior disorders and for children 
whose parents guardians are unwilling 
accept needed institutionalization for 
them. 

was recommended that joint planning 
and coordination state services pro- 
vided through interdepartmental system. 
Under this proposal official each de- 
partment offering services the mentally 
retarded would have specific responsibility 
for development and administration the 
service. The need for research mental 
retardation, especially prevention, 
was stressed. Special appropriations 
the states for these purposes were rec- 
ommended. 
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METROPOLITAN AREAS 


Michigan Study Announced Governor 
Mennen Williams Michigan recently announced 
creation thirty-six member study Commis- 
Metropolitan Problems. Represented 
the commission are mayors, township super- 
visors, regional planners, health officers, 
city manager, labor and business represen- 
tatives and members the League Women 
Voters. 

Charles Adrian, director the In- 
stitute Community Development Michigan 
State University, was named commission chair- 
man. William Gable, research associate 
the Institute Public Administration, 
University Michigan, was appointed execu- 
tive secretary. 

The economic, social and political impli- 
cations urban expansion will studied 
the commission. Some the specific study 
topics will state legislation affecting 
metropolitan areas, relationships between 
township and county governments, water supply, 
taxes and finance. 


HIGHWAY STANDARDS, SAFETY 


Reflectorized License Plates study 
reflectorized license piates has 


been completed the State Highway Depart- 
ment for the United States Bureau Public 
Roads. The study compares nighttime acci- 
dents involving rear-end collisions Minne- 
sota streets and highways 1955, before 
the new plates were used, and 1957, the 
first full year they were use. 

Deaths resulting from nighttime rear- 
end collisions intersections were entirely 
eliminated 1957. Property damage crashes 
were cut per cent from 1955. Rear-end 
collision accidents the open highway were 
cut per cent. rural areas, fatalities 
resulting from collisions with parked cars 
were reduced from per cent all highway 
deaths per cent. urban areas the 
corresponding decrease was from per cent 
per cent. 


Outdoor Advertising The United States 
Department Commerce has issued set 
proposed national standards for state regu- 
lation outdoor advertising adjacent 
the national system interstate and de- 
fense highways. States which comply with 
the standards will eligible for bonus 
one half per cent their federal 
allocation interstate projects. 

The standards, developed the Bureau 
Public Roads, permit four classes 
Signs: (1) directional other official 
Signs notices that are required auth- 
orized law; (2) signs advertising the 
sale lease property upon which they 
are located; (3) signs advertising activities 
conducted within twelve miles the place 
where the signs are located; and (4) signs 
give information the specific interest 
the travelling public. 


The Committee State Officials 
Suggested State Legislation the Council 
State Governments plans issue brief 
supplement Suggested State Legislation 
Program for 1959 concerning billboard reg- 
ulation. The supplement will present 
brief analysis state laws and guidelines 
action for consideration the states 
the light the standards. 


Minnesota Study Committee Governor's 
Motor Vehicle and Traffic Laws Study Com- 
mittee Minnesota has recommended "implied 
consent" legislation under which would 
assumed that every person driving oper- 
ating motor vehicle has consented submit 
chemical test determine the alcoholic 
content his blood arrested while 
driving. The committee reported that such 
legislation would assist greatly combating 
the drinking driver problem. The proposed 
law would provide for license suspension 
driver refuses submit chemical test. 
driver whose license was suspended would 
have ninety days request hearing before 
the Highway Commissioner. 

Idaho, Kansas, New York and Utah have 
implied consent legislation, and the New York 
law has been upheld the Court Appeals, 
highest court the state. 


TOLL ROADS 


Turnpikes Gain The major toll turnpikes 


have shown traffic gains this year, and 


eight the big turnpikes are earning their 
interest charges from current operations, 
according report the New York Times 
November 16. With few exceptions the 
1958 earnings are running above the 1957 
levels. Percentages increase gross 
tolls major turnpikes September 1958 
compared with the corresponding month for 
1957 were: 


Turnpike Per Cent Rise 
..... 
Garden State Parkway ......... 
Pennsylvania: Main Line ......... 
1952 Indentured Extensions ... 


Tollways listed earning their debt 
charges are the Florida Turnpike, Garden State 
Parkway, Kentucky Turnpike, Maine Turnpike, 
New Jersey Turnpike, Ohio Turnpike, Oklahoma 
Turnpike from Tulsa Oklahoma City and the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike (1948 indentured main 

September, 1958, the New York Thru- 
way was reported earning per cent 
debt charges, the Texas Turnpike per cent, 
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the Massachusetts Turnpike per cent, the 
Kansas Turnpike per cent, the Indiana 
Toll Road per cent, and Oklahoma's Will 
Rogers Turnpike per cent. 

The Times report indicated the linking 
access roads the new turnpikes 
factor working for improved earning power. 
Access roads completed recently Connecti- 
cut, Massachusetts and New York have improved 
the earning power their toll roads. Ex- 
pressways, by-passes, and feeder roads under 
construction Florida, Illinois, Kansas, 
Kentucky, Oklahoma and Texas are likewise 
expected benefit the toll roads. 


Open Meeting Law new Massachusetts 
law requiring open meetings state, 
county and municipal boards was signed 
October Governor Foster Furcolo. 
The measure exempts from the requirement 
the Executive Council, judicial bodies, 
committees the legislature, recess 
commissions and the governing body 


any authority established the leg- 


islature. the other bodies executive 
sessions will permitted for discussing 
and voting matters which general 
specific statute could not made 
public, when making them public might 
adversely affect public security the 
financial interests the state its 
political subdivisions. 


LEGISLATIVE PROCESSES 


Lobby Registration and Regulation Two 
states recently enacted amended lobby 
regulation and registration laws. 

Illinois, effective January 1959, 
person who engaged promote oppose 
any legislation affecting the interests 
any individual, association corporation 
distinct from those the people the 
state whole. Payment fees contingent 
legislative action prohibited. The 
statute does not require filing expenses. 

new Texas law, effective January 
1959, repeals certain sections the penal 
code dealing with lobbying. The bill limits 
the requirement for filing registration and 
expense statements persons who for com- 
pensation communicate directly with the 
Governor, Lieutenant, Governor, legislators 
their committees pending legislation. 
The law also prohibits paying lobbyists fees 
contingent passage defeat legis- 


Legislative Council Sponsors The Okla- 
homa Legislative Council has begun series 
television programs which various 
its committees appear before the people 
the state. Purpose the series 
give factual, objective report regarding 
Some the problems facing the forthcoming 
session the legislature. The council has 
had twenty-three standing committees and 
twenty special committees during the 1957-58 
biennium. Moderator for the series H.V. 


Thornton, Professor Government the 
University Oklahoma. The broadcasts be- 
gan October over television stations KETA- 
and KOED-TV. 


Legislative Interim Committees The Oregon 
legislature its last regular session adopt- 
Senate Joint Resolution requiring legis- 
lative interim committees complete reports 
and file them for public examination the 
Legislative Counsel's office not later than 
October 15, 1958. Purpose the measure 
was put interim committees record prior 
the general election. collateral result 
has been acceleration policy determinations 
interim committees and earlier drafting 
bills implementing their recommendations. 
Ten interim committees have filed re- 
ports, and the office the Legislative 
Counsel has put into bill form eighty-eight 
final drafts and fourteen rough drafts 
response 119 bill requests from the in- 
terim committees. Sam Haley, Legislative 
Counsel, has reported appears likely that 
all bill requests from the committees will 
completed final form the time the 
legislature convenes January. 


Louisiana State Library The Louisiana 
State Library Baton Rouge was opened 
formally November with all-day 
open house. The ceremonies marked the 
fifth location the library since its 
founding 1925. The new building, 
five stories, houses almost million 
books and films. cost more than 
Pri- 


million build and furnish. 
mary purpose the library serve 


the needs state legislators. Other 
services include collection books 
for the blind, both records and 
braille. The library also lends books 
local and parish libraries. 


THE COURTS 


New York Judicial Conference The Judicial 
Conference the State New York has 
published report recommendations for 
modernizing the state court structure. Chief 
Judge Albert Conway the State Court 
Appeals, chairman the conference, announced 
the plan for modernization. 

The conference recommended integrated 
court system consisting the appellate 
level the present Court Appeals and 
the Appellate Division. The trial court 
structure would comprise the Supreme Court 
presently constituted, with general juris- 
diction law and equity; Surrogate's 
Court specializing the administration 
estates; and Family Court with specialized 
services the field domestic relations. 

For New York City the conferences rec- 
ommended creation two local courts 
one for civil cases with upper monetary 
limits $10,000 and one for criminal cases 
for adjudication lesser criminal charges. 
For communities outside New York City, the 
report proposed County Courts, manned 
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full-time judges, with civil jurisdiction 
cases not involving more than $10,000, 
and full criminal jurisdiction. 

District Courts for rural areas would 
replace local judicial offices. This would 
eliminate various city and police courts, 
justice the peace, police justice and 
other local tribunals outside New York City. 

The Court Claims would abolished 
separate tribunal. The conference in- 
dicated that, preparation legislation 
implement the plan, constitutional pro- 
visions should brief and basic. The 
constitutional provisions would confined 
largely establishment state-wide 
court system, specifying the jurisdiction 
only the larger courts, and giving the 
legislature discretion establishment 
and jurisdiction the inferior courts. 


North Carolina Proposals Governor Luther 
Hodges North Carolina has appointed sixty 
member educational and information committee 
acquaint the public with court reform pro- 
posals. The proposals, developed the North 
Carolima Bar Association, will come before the 
1959 legislature. Spencer Love has been 
appointed chairman the committee, which 
composed one lawyer and citizen leader 
from each the state's thirty judicial dis- 
tricts. Improvements the jury system, ad- 
ministrative improvements and statewide court 
unification are among the proposed reforms. 


WESTERN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 


The Western Regional Conference the 
Council State Governments held its annual 
meeting November 9-13, Los Angeles. Among 
its actions the conference urged the western 
states and territories study and carefully 
consider proposed Western Interstate Cor- 
rections Compact developed special com- 
mittee the Western Governors' Conference. 
advocated similar consideration legis- 
lation provide for continuity govern- 


WESTERN GOVERNORS' CONFERENCE 


State Government News went 
press, the Western Conference 
was meeting Honolulu, Hawaii. Among 
subjects scheduled for discussion work 
sessions the Conference November 24- 
were proposed compact for interstate 
use correctional institutions, progress 
the Joint Federal-State Action Commit- 
tee, state government reorganization, the 
1958 Legislative Workshop Financing 
Higher Education, natural resources, and 
continuity government case nu- 
clear attack. summary the discus- 
sions will appear the January issue 
State Government News. 


ment event nuclear attack. 

The conference recommended that the re- 
maining eight the eleven western states 
follow the example California, Nevada and 
Oregon enacting workmen's compensation 
legislation authorizing extraterritorial 
coverage reciprocal basis. Also recom- 
mended was cooperation with the Western 
Governors' Conference and the Western Inter- 
state Commission for Higher Education hold- 
ing second regional workshop next year 
financing higher education. Legislators, 
state officials and educators would attend. 

newly created Public Lands Committee, 
meeting for the first time, requested the 
staff the State Governments 
cooperate with the National Association 
County Officials and the American Municipal 
Association proposing and supporting legis- 
lation for establishment Congress 
beginning system payments lieu taxes 
federally owned properties. Problems 
the aging were considered half-day ses- 
Sion. The Committee Highway Policy Prob- 
lems devoted similar period considera- 
tion federal legislation providing incen- 
tives for regulation billboard advertising 
along the interstate highway right way. 
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